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A: Mesobothus eupeus
D: Androctonus crassicauda
C: Orthochirus sp.
F: Compsobothus sp.
E: Odonthobuthus odonturus
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Epidemiological study of scorpionism in the hospitals of Ahvaz,
sw Iran, 2nd six months of 2006

Babak Vazirianzadeh™ , Reza Haji Hossein™" , Banafshe Amri™

*****

Abstract
Introduction: Scorpion sting is an important health problem in some regions of Iran
especially in Khozestan, south-west of Iran. In the current study the data of scorpion
stings was studied from the points of epidemiological aspects in 2006.
Methods: This research was a prospective study. Epidemiologic characters of 300
people with scorpion sting sufferings who referred to Abouzar and Razi hospitals of
Ahwaz, in the 2nd six months of 2006 were recorded and described. The records were
included: sex, ages, jobs and site of sting in the body of patients besides of species of
scorpions , months of scorpion stings and place of the sting events (rural/urban areas).
Results: The results of this study shows that 50.3% of scorpion stung patients were
males and the rest were females (49.7%), totally. The distribution rate of ages shows
that 91.1% rate of scorpion stings were happened among under 51 year old people .
Data collected in this study revealed that the highest incidence of scorpion sting cases
were taken place in the months of hot weather(June- August). The tree most abundant
species were: Hemiscorpius leptorus, Androctonus crassicauda and Mesobothus eupeus
in the current sudy.
Conclusion: Therefore, it is concluded that the pattern of scorpionism in Khozestan is
similar to the 10 years ago from point of epidemiologic study. Scorpionism will be
dissolved by using environmental and educational approaches only.

Keywords: scorpion sting, epidemiology, Khuzestan, Abouzar and Razi hospitals of
Ahwaz.
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